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Glossary of terms
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Abuse
A form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or community setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others. Abuse can take place wholly online, or technology may be used to facilitate offline abuse. Children may be abused by an adult or adults, or another child or children.

Assessment
The process of defining an individual person’s needs, making a judgement about the risk of harm, deciding on the help that they require and determining their eligibility for services.

CAMHS – Child and Adolescent Mental Health
CAMHS is the name for the National Health Services service that assess and treat young people with emotional, behavioural or mental health difficulties. Click here to access the website.

Child Death Review Procedure
Requires involved professionals, working together in a co-ordinated way, to review all child deaths in their area. Unexpected child deaths will undergo a more intensive review process. The findings to be used to inform strategic planning to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.

Child Protection
Part of safeguarding and promoting welfare. This refers to the activity that is undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering, or are likely to suffer, significant harm.

Child Protection conference
The child protection conference is arranged to enable those Practitioners most involved with the child and family, and the family themselves, to assess all relevant information, and plan how best to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child who has suffered, or is at risk of, significant harm.

Child Safeguarding Practice Review
Local Safeguarding Children Partnerships are mandated to hold reviews of practice in cases when a child dies, and abuse or neglect are known or suspected to be a factor in the death. They must also consider reviews where a child sustains a potentially life threatening injury or serious and permanent impairment of health and development or has been subjected to particularly serious sexual abuse; and the case gives rise to concerns about inter-agency working to protect children

Child Sexual Exploitation
Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology.

Children
Anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday.
Confidentiality
Confidentiality is the process of handling information that is identified as being of a personal and sensitive nature.

Contextual Safeguarding
Contextual Safeguarding helps focus on the fact that young people experience harm beyond their families and recognises that the different relationships that young people form in their neighbourhoods, schools and online can feature violence and abuse

County Lines
A term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of ‘deal line’. They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and store the drugs and money, and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons.

DASH
DASH is short for Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment and ‘Honour’ Based Violence.
Education, Health and Care Plan
A single plan, which covers the education, health and social care needs of a child or young person with special educational needs and/or a disability (SEND). See the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 0-25 (2014).
Looked after children (LAC)
Children who are cared for by the Local Authority, either through a legal order or voluntary agreement with the parents.

MASH - Multi Agency Screening Hub
MASH brings together representatives of Children and Families Service (education and social work) Health and Police. They provide a screening and advice service to agencies working with children when concerns about their wellbeing and safety arise. MASH will also receive referrals from parents’ who may be looking for advice or support around the care of their children, and from members of the public who have wellbeing or protection concerns for a child.
Parent carer
A person aged 18 or over who provides or intends to provide care for a disabled child for whom the person has parental responsibility

Parental Responsibility (PR)
A legal term from section 3(1) of the Children Act 1989, meaning ‘all the rights, duties, powers and authority which by law a parent of a child has in relation to the child and his property.’ Always held by the mother and also by a father where the parents are married. An unmarried father also acquires parental responsibility if he becomes registered as the child’s father (for a child born after 01/12/03 ), or through a legal order.
Parental responsibility is only removed from parents completely at the point if the child is adopted. PR is also acquired by the local authority if the court commits child to its care.

Physical abuse
A form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child.
Safeguarding Partners
A safeguarding partner in relation to a local authority area in England is defined under the Children Act 2004 as: (a) the local authority, (b) a clinical commissioning group for an area any part of which falls within the local authority area, and (c) the chief officer of police for an area any part of which falls within the local authority area. The three safeguarding partners should agree on ways to co-ordinate their safeguarding services; act as a strategic leadership group in supporting and engaging others; and implement local and national learning including from serious child safeguarding incidents.

The Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service
CAFCASS is an independent national organisation. It exists to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child in court proceedings, to give advice to the court and to provide information, advice and support for children and their families.

Toxic Trio
The term ‘Toxic Trio’ is used to describe the issues of domestic abuse, mental ill health and substance misuse. These are now viewed as key indicators of increased risk of harm to children and young people.

Working Together to Safeguard Children
Statutory guidance on how organisations and individuals should interact in order to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Click here to view Working Together to Safeguarding Children document.

Young carer
A young carer is a person under 18 who provides or intends to provide care for another person (of any age, except generally where that care is provided for payment, pursuant to a contract or as voluntary work).
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